Literature and History Mock Test

Examples of the State Exam Format

e Topics for the state exam written test are based on areas covered (and discussed ) in history
lectures and literature seminars taught throughout the bachelor’s programme.

e These include key historical periods and events, cultural and literary movements, main literary
genres, authors, and works related to British and American history, culture, and literature up to
1945.

e Students are expected to draw not only on material from lectures and seminars, but also on their
self-study, including the recommended secondary sources listed in the respective syllabi.

e In the actual subtest, there will be 50 questions; in this mock test, we provide only a small
selection of sample items.

e All questions will be presented in a multiple-choice format. You will mark your answers on the
answer sheet.

e FEach question has only one correct answer (indicated in bold below). Each correct answer is
worth 2 points. No points are deducted for incorrect or unanswered questions.

¢ In the actual subtest, the maximum score is 100 points.

e Time limit: 55 minutes

PART I: British History (4 points)

1. Which king signed the Magna Carta, limiting the power of the monarchy?
A. Edward |

B. Richard IlI

C.John

D. Henry V

2. The Industrial Revolution in Britain during the 18th and 19th centuries led to:
A. The establishment of the Tudor monarchy

B. Rapid urbanization and the rise of factories

C. The Norman Conquest

D. The signing of the Glorious Revolution




PART Il: British Literature (4 points)

3. Which of the following writers is associated with Gothic fiction of the late 18th century?
A. Jane Austen

B. Horace Walpole

C. William Wordsworth

D. Samuel Johnson

4. Which of the following best describes the purpose of mystery and miracle plays in the Middle
English period?

A. To entertain aristocratic audiences with romantic stories
B. To promote individual artistic expression
C. To dramatize biblical stories and teach Christian doctrine

D. To criticize industrial society

PART lll: American History (4 points)
5. The Missouri Compromise was intended to:
A. End the American Revolution

B. Balance the number of free and slave states
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. Establish the Monroe Doctrine

D. Abolish slavery nationwide
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. Which of the following was a key result of the Emancipation Proclamation (1863)?
A. Women gained the right to vote

B. Slavery was abolished in all states

C. Slaves in Confederate-held territories were declared free

D. The Civil War ended immediately




PART IV: American Literature (4 points)

7. Which writer is considered a major figure of the American Southern Gothic tradition?
A. Walt Whitman

B. William Faulkner

C. Ralph Waldo Emerson

D. Nathaniel Hawthorne

8. Which 19th-century American author is known for his regionalist/local-colour stories about
California frontier life?

A. Mark Twain
B. Bret Harte
C. Herman Melville

D. Henry James



