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Linguistics Mock Test 

Examples of the State Exam Format 
 

 Topics for the state exam written test are based on areas covered and discussed in lectures 

and linguistics seminars taught during the bachelor studies. The written exam in linguistics 

checks both the theoretical knowledge of the students and their ability to apply it in practical 

language use. The test contains tasks of a similar nature as administered in individual courses 

in Years 1-3 (Introduction to Linguistics, Phonetics, Grammar, Syntax, Functional Syntax) 

 In the actual subtest, there will be 50 questions; in this mock test, we provide only a small 

selection of sample items.  

 All questions will be presented in a multiple-choice format. You will mark your answers on the 

answer sheet. 

 Each question has only one correct answer (indicated in bold below). Each correct answer is 

worth 2 points. No points are deducted for incorrect or unanswered questions. 

 In the actual subtest, the maximum score is 100 points. 

 Time limit: 55 minutes 

 

 

Match the authors with their linguistic theory (4 points) 

1. Wilhelm von Humboldt 

a. the concept of inner speech form (correct) 

b. arbitrariness of the sign 

c. functional sentence perspective 

2. Roman Jakobson 

a. topic–focus articulation 

b. functions of language (correct) 

c. context of situation (field – tenor – mode) 

 

3. Which phonemic transcription is correct for “your chickens are dead”? (4 points) 

a. /jɔː tʃɪknz ɑː dad/ 

b. /jɘ ˈtʃɪkɘnz ɘ ˈded/ (correct) 

c. /juːr tʃɪkɪns ɑːr dɛd/ 

4. Which example (see the underlined sections!) represents consonant + vowel linking? 

a. department of English 

b. law and order (correct) 

c. to be 
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Analyse the sentence: “She considered him a hero.” (6 points) 

5. Which clause type does the sentence represent? 

a. SVOC (correct) 

b. SVO 

c. SVOO 

6. What is the predication? 

a. considered 

b. considered him 

c. considered him a hero (correct) 

7. Which list correctly identifies all noun phrases? 

a. she; him; a hero (correct) 

b. she; him 

c. she; a hero 

 

 

Supply the best term that corresponds to the definitions: (6 points) 

8. Agreement based on meaning rather than grammatical form is called: 

a. grammatical concord 

b. syntactic agreement 

c. notional concord (correct) 

9. Paired coordinate conjunctions (“either…or”, “both…and”) are labelled: 

a. subordinators 

b. correlatives (correct) 

c. modifiers 

10. A type of modality involving judgment about likelihood: 

a. intrinsic modality 

b. deontic modality 

c. epistemic modality (correct) 

 

 

Correct the mistakes in the following sentences; there is always one or none (4 points) 

11. The majority of primary school teachers is women. 

a. The sentence is correct. 

b. The sentence should read: The majority of primary school teachers are women. (correct) 

c. The sentence should read: The majority of primary school teachers is woman. 
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12. I’d rather stay dirty than wash in that water. 

a. The sentence is correct. (correct) 

b. The sentence should read: I’d rather to stay dirty than wash in that water. 

c. The sentence should read: I’d rather stayed dirty than wash in that water. 

 

 

Transform the following sentences so that they start as indicated, keeping the original meaning (4 

points): 

13. I have never seen children who are so well-behaved. 

a. Never do I seen children who are so well-behaved. 

b. Never I have seen children who are so well-behaved. 

c. Never have I seen children who are so well-behaved. (correct) 

14. He ran out of the room. 

a. Out of the room he ran. (correct) 

b. Out of the room did he run. 

c. Out of the room ran he. 

 

 

Choose the correct form of the verb in brackets (6 points) 

15. I expect you were very tired after your long flight. → You must ______ very tired after your 

long flight. 

a. be 

b. have been (correct) 

c. being 

d. were 

16. It’s time we ______ – we’ve been here too long. 

a. left (correct) 

b. leave 

c. will leave 

17. Keir Starmer was made ______ the King’s decision. 

a. accept 

b. accepting 

c. to accept (correct) 
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Study the subordinate clauses and decide whether their function is nominal, adverbial, relative or 

comparative. With a nominal clause, decide whether it is functioning as subject, object, in 

apposition or complement; with an adverbial one, specify its semantic function: (4 points)  

18. Where you were doesn’t matter. 

a. nominal / subject (correct) 

b. nominal / object 

c. adverbial / place 

19. Bring the book that I mentioned. 

a. relative / non-restrictive 

b. relative / restrictive (correct) 

c. relative / sentential 

 

 

Answer the questions below (10 points) 

20. Indicate the main function of language in: “Ouch! That hurts!!!” 

a. metalingual 

b. cohesive 

c. emotive (correct) 

21. Which example contains extraposition of clausal subject? 

a. It doesn’t matter what you think. (correct) 

b. What you think doesn’t matter. 

c. I find it challenging competing with enemies. 

22. Which sentence contains a formal subject? 

a. One never knows. 

b. There is a cloud in the sky. (correct) 

c. The government should decide soon. 

23. According to Firbas’s theory of FSP, what is the underlined element in There is a nice picture on 

the wall.? 

a. theme 

b. rheme (correct) 

c. communicative dynamism 

 

24. The appropriate it-cleft transformation of I love biology. with an emphasis on biology is: 

a. It is biology that I love. (correct) 

b. What I love is biology. 

c. It is me that love biology. 

 

 


